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that he was not quite unaware of these dangers. In the face of
death he confessed that " since infancy he was severed by many
circumstances from the real world and lifted to ethereal regions
where he formed romantic and false views of men and society,
which all disastrous experiences could never cure completely ".
12. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION AND NATIONALITY
Rousseau's gospel is summarized in the motto of the French
Revolution : " Liberty, Equality, Fraternity". His teachings
inspired the leaders of the Revolution. They believed that wars,
oppression and domination were only caused by despots and
privileged classes, and that all nations, having obtained their
freedom, would realize the reign of equality and fraternity, both
among each nation and between nations. This hope was shared
by the intellectuals of many other countries.
At the beginning of the Revolution the Abbe Sieyes published
his famous pamphlet: What is the Third Estate ? In theory this
word designated the middle class, urban and rural, though practic-
ally it meant the intellectuals and the wealthier bourgeoisie. The
pamphlet is a terrible- indictment of the two privileged classes,
the aristocracy and the clergy. He describes the glaring injus-
tices, oppression and misery, due to their privileges, and he
emphasizes that the middle class is the only sound and valuable
element in the State. The aristocracy, according to their own
boasts, consists of the descendants of foreign invaders who ought
to be driven out. The privileged classes are a poison in the
national organism. The idea of a constitution after the model
of England, with its two Houses of Parliament, is rejected. The
time for compromise has passed. The third Estate alone is the
nation, and must form the National Assembly. The nation is
sovereign, its powers are unlimited, and its decisions are infallible.
Soon after the third Estate constituted itself as the National
Assembly. Mirabeau proposed that it should choose the name
" representation of the French people ", but the vanity of the
bourgeois was offended by the word " peuple " which smelled
too much of the mob in the language of the time. Mirabeau
retorted that the English and Americans always employed people
in a nobler sense. Just because this word was not sufficiently
esteemed in France, it should be chosen and ennobled His
speech, however, aroused an uproar among the delegates. At
the bottom of the controversy was the divergency of views on the
meaning of " Nation ". There was general agreement that the